Local Bill - Town of Palm Harbor

The local bill provides for a referendum on the creation and establishment of the
Town of Palm Harbor. The Town Charter would establish a Council-Manager form of

government.

Typically, incorporation efforts are undertaken by a group of citizens, working
through their elected state representatives, towards the creation of a new municipality
by the people. Incorporation requires a special act of the Florida Legislature. If the
Legislature approves the special act, a referendum would be held within the community,
and if it passes by a majority vote, then the municipality is created.

The proposed incorporation could include the long established communities of
Crystal Beach, Ozona and Palm Harbor of Pinellas County. The choice to join in the
creation of the Town of Palm Harbor would also be extended to the voters of the East

Lake - Census Designated Place.

The Legislature’s approval would be a nod to the powers of Home Rule among
the residents, and it is respectful of municipalities being the only level of government in

Florida created by the citizens.



It is in the best interests of the public health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the Palm Harbor
area to have the choice to form a separate municipality for the Palm Harbor area with all the powers

and authority necessary to provide adequate and efficient municipal services to its residents.

It is intended that this charter and the incorporation of the Palm Harbor area will serve to preserve
and protect the distinctive characteristics of the community and any communities who wish to join the

incorporation.

It is the intent of this charter and the incorporation of the town to secure the benefits of self-
determination and affirm the values of representative democracy, citizen participation, strong
community leadership, professional management, and regional cooperation.

SUMMARY ANALYSIS

The Local Bill provides for the creation and establishment of the Town of Palm Harbor in Pinellas

County. The bill provides a charter for the municipality which describes:

e the town boundaries;

e a council-manager form of government; municipal powers; the duties of the mayor and vice
mayor;

e vacancies in office; grounds for forfeiture, suspension and removal; filling of vacancies;

e compensation and expenses; standards of conduct in office;

e appointment of charter officers, including a town manager and attorney;

e meetings; the fiscal year; annual budget and appropriations, and financial audits;

e adoption, distribution and recording of technical codes;

e nonpartisan elections;

e future charter amendments;

e atransitional schedule and procedures for the first election; first-year expenses; adoption of
transitional ordinances, resolutions, comprehensive plan and local development regulations;
sharing of communications services taxes; an accelerated entitlement to state-shared
revenues; gas tax revenues;

e continuation of the Palm Harbor Fire Rescue Municipal Service Taxing Unit;



e continuation of the Palm Harbor Community Services Taxing District;

e continuation of the East Lake Tarpon Fire Rescue Municipal Service Taxing Unit;

e continuation of the Pinelas County Library District or Community Services Overlay Distict;

e continuation of law enforcement services to be provided by contract with the Pinellas County
Sheriff’'s Office, or contracted with other law enforcement agencies;

e that the act takes effect only upon a referendum.

SECTION DIRECTORY:

Section 1: Provides for corporate existence; form of government; boundary and powers.

Section 2: Provides for town; mayor and vice mayor.

Section 3: Provides for council members, elections and terms of office.

Section 4: Provides for town manager and attorney; appointment; removal; compensation; filling of

vacancies; expenditure of town funds; town boards and agencies.

Section 5: Provides for town council meetings and powers.

Section 6: Provides for town budget and appropriations.

Section 7: Provides for town elections.

Section 8: Provides general provisions.

Section 9: Provides a transition schedule.

Section 10: Provides for continuation, merger and dissolution of existing districts and service

providers.

Section 11: Provides for effective date.
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A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to Pinellas County; creating the Town of Palm
Har bor; providing a charter; providing |egislative intent;
provi di ng a council -manager form of governnent; providing
boundari es; providing nmunicipal powers; providing for a town
council; providing for nenbership, qualifications, ternms,
powers, and duties of its menbers, including the mayor;
providing for a vice mayor; providing general powers and duties;
provi ding circunstances resulting in vacancy in office;

provi ding grounds for forfeiture and suspension; providing for
filling of vacancies; providing for conpensation and expenses;
provi ding for appointnent of charter officers, including a town
manager and town attorney; providing for renoval, conpensation,
and filling of vacancies; providing qualifications, powers, and
duties; providing for neetings; providing for adoption,

di stribution, and recording of technical codes; providing for
recordkeeping; providing a limtation upon enploynent of counci
menbers; prohibiting certain interference with town enpl oyees;
establishing the fiscal year; providing for adoption of annua
budget and appropriations; providing for supplenental,
reduction, and transfer of appropriations; providing for
[imtations; providing for referendumrequirenents for revenue
bonds and other nultiyear contracts; providing for financial
audit; providing for nonpartisan elections and natters relative
thereto; providing for recall; providing for future anmendnents
of the charter; providing for standards of conduct in office;
provi ding for severability; providing for a personnel system
providing for charitable contributions; providing for |and use
changes; providing the town a transitional schedul e and

procedures for first election; providing for first year
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expenses; providing for adoption of transitional ordinances,
resol utions, conprehensive plan, and | ocal devel oprment

regul ations; providing for sharing of conmunications services
tax; providing for accelerated entitlenment to state-shared
revenues; providing for receipt and distribution of gas tax
revenues; providing for continuation of the Pal mHarbor Fire
Rescue Muni ci pal Service Taxing Unit; providing for continuation
of the Pal m Harbor Community Services District; ; providing for
continuation of the East Lake Tarpon Fire Rescue Muinici pal
Service Taxing Unit; providing for continuation of the Pinellas
County Library District; providing for |aw enforcenent;
requiring a referendum providing effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Charter; creation; formof governnent;
boundaries and powers. - -

(1) CHARTER; CREATION. - -

(a) This act, together with any future anendnents thereto,
may be known as the "Charter of the Town of Pal m Harbor" (the
"charter"), and the Town of Palm Harbor (the "town") is hereby
creat ed.

(b) I't is in the best interests of the public health,
safety, and welfare of the residents of the PalmHarbor area to
forma separate municipality for the Palm Harbor area with al
t he powers and authority necessary to provi de adequate and
ef ficient nmunicipal services to its residents.

(c) It is intended that this charter and the incorporation
of the Pal m Harbor area will serve to preserve and protect the
di stinctive characteristics of the community and any comunities

who wish to join the incorporation.
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(d) It is the intent of this charter and the incorporation
of the town to secure the benefits of self-determnation and
affirmthe values of representative denocracy, citizen
participation, strong community | eadership, professional
managenent, and regi onal cooperati on.

(2) FORM OF GOVERNMENT. - - The town shall have a council
manager form of governnment.

(3)(a) CORPORATE BOUNDARI ES. - - The corporate boundaries of

the Town of Pal m Harbor shall be as descri bed as foll ows:

Begin at the intersection of the centerline of the Intercoastal
Wat erway and the westerly extension of the centerline of

Kl ost erman Road. Thence run East by the Centerline of Klosternman
Road and the westerly extension thereof to the West 1/4 corner
of Section 19, Township 27 South, Range 16 east; thence S.

0°14' 32" E. along the West |line of said Section 19, 1333.85 feet
to the Sout hwest corner of Lot 56, Tanmpa and Tarpon Springs Land
Conpany Sub. As recorded in Plat Book Hl Page 116 of the
official records of Hillsborough County, of which Pinellas
County was fornerly a part; thence S. 87°48' 12" E. along the
South Line of Lots 56 and 52 of said subdivision, 1740.84 feet;
thence N. 0°33' 31" W along the Southerly extension of the East
line of Lot 51 of said subdivision and the East Line of Lot 51,
1385.80 feet to the East and est. centerline of said Section 19,
said centerline also being the centerline of Kl ostermn Road;

t hence run East by the centerline of Klosterman Road and the
Easterly extension thereof to the center of Lake Tarpon; thence
sout heasterly through the waters of Lake Tarpon and the Lake
Tarpon Qutfall Canal to the centerline of Curlew Rd. (S.R 586);
t hence West by the centerline of Curlew Rd. (S.R 586) to a
poi nt on the North-South centerline of the Northwest 1/4 of
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Section 14, Township 28 South, Range 15 East; thence North by
the North-South centerline of the Northwest 1/4 of said Section
14 to the North Section Iine of said Section 14; thence Wst on
said section line and continuing West on the North Section line
of Section 15, Township 28 South, Range 15 East to the
centerline of the Intercoastal Waterway; thence North on said
centerline of the Intercoastal Waterway to the Point of

Begi nni ng.

I f the Ozona conmunity votes No — Less the Ozona Comunity -

[I nsert Legal Description for Ozona]

If the Crystal Beach community votes No — Less the Crystal Beach
Community — [Insert Legal Description for Crystal Beach]

| f the East Lake community votes Yes — And the East Lake
Community — [Begin at the Northeast Corner of Section 1
Townshi p 27 South, Range 16 East, Pinellas County, Florida;
thence run south along the said East Section Line

(Hi Il sborough/ Pinellas County Line) to the East-Wst Half
Section Line of Section 1, Township 28 South, Range 16 East;
thence West along said Half Section Line to the Easterly right-
of -way Line of Florida Power Corporation; thence South al ong
said right-of-way Line to the East-Wst Half Section Line of
Section 12, Township 28 South, Range 16 East; thence East al ong
said Half Section Line to the Northeast Corner of Florida Power
Cor poration Substation; thence South al ong the East Line of said
Substation to the South Section Line of said Section 12; thence
East to the East Section Line of Section 13, Township 28 Sout h,
Range 16 East (Hillsborough/Pinellas County Line); thence South
al ong said County Line to the South Line of the Northeast 1/4 of
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t he Sout heast 1/4 of said Section 13; thence West al ong said
Line to the Westerly right-of-way Line of Florida Power
Corporation; thence North along said right-of-way line to the
North Section Line of said Section 13; thence West al ong said
Section Line to the North-South Center Section Line of Section
12, Township 28 South, Range 16 East; thence North al ong said
Center Section Line to the South Right-of-way Iine of Florida
Power Corporation; thence West along said right-of-way Line to
the West Line of Section 11, township 28 South, Range 16 East;

t hence North along said West Line to the North right-of-way Line
of said Florida Power Corporation; thence East along said right-
of-way Line to the East Line of the Northwest 1/4 of the

Sout hwest 1/4 of said Section 12; thence North along said
Easterly Line to the East-Wst Centerline of said Section 12,

t hence East along said Centerline to the West Line of the East
1/2 of the East 1/2 of the Northwest 1/4 of said Section 12;
thence North along said line to the North Section Line of said
Section 12; thence East along said line to the North-South
Centerline of Section 1, Township 28 South, Range 16 East;
thence North along said line a distance of 491.97 feet; thence
North 75 00' 00" east to the West right-of-way Line of Florida
Power Corporation; thence North along said right-of-way Line to
the East-Wst Centerline of said Section 1; thence Wst al ong
said line a distance of 1,837.78 feet; thence North to the South
Line of the Northeast 1/4 of the Northwest 1/4 of said Section
1; thence West along said |ine to the Wst Line of the Northeast
1/4 of the Northwest 1/4 of said Section 1; thence North al ong
said line to the North Line of the Southwest 1/4 of the

Sout hwest 1/4 of Section 36, Township 27 South, Range 16 East;
thence West along said line to the North-South Centerline of
Section 35, Township 27 South, Range 16 East; thence South al ong
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said line to the South Section Line of said Section 35; thence
West al ong said Section Line to the Sout hwest corner of said
Section 35; thence South along the West Section Line of Sections
2 and Section 11, Township 28 South, Range 16 East to the North
Section Line of Section 15, Township 28 South, Range 16 East;

t hence West along the North Line of said Section 15 to the
Nort h- South Centerline of said Section; thence South al ong said
Centerline to the northerly right-of-way |line of Tanpa Road
(S.R 584); thence in a Northwesterly direction along said right-
of-way line to the Southerly Line of Florida Power Corporation;
t hence Sout hwesterly along said Southerly Line to the centerline
of the Lake Tarpon Qutfall Canal; thence Northerly along the
centerline of the Lake Tarpon Qutfall Canal into Lake Tarpon to
its North-South Centerline; thence Northerly along the North-
South Centerline of Lake Tarpon to the City Limt Line of the
City of Tarpon Springs on the Northern shoreline of Lake Tarpon;
thence along the City Limt Line of Tarpon Springs around its
Easterly point above Lake Tarpon and then Westerly to the North-
South Centerline of Salt Lake; thence northerly along the North-
South Centerline of Salt Lake to the Centerline of the Anclote
Ri ver; thence Northeasterly along the Centerline of the Anclote
River to the Pasco-Pinellas County Line; thence East along the
Pasco/ Pinell as County Line to the Point of Beginning.

LESS any areas annexed into the corporate nunicipal limts of

A dsmar or Tarpon Springs. ]

(4) MUNI Cl PAL POXERS. --The town shall be a body corporate
and politic and shall have all avail abl e governnental,
corporate, and proprietary powers of a municipality under the

State Constitution and |aws of the state, as fully and
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conpl etely as though such powers were specifically enunerated in
this charter, and may exercise them except when prohibited by

| aw. Through the adoption of this charter, it is the intent of
the el ectors of the town that the nunicipal governnent

est abl i shed herein have the broadest exercise of hone rule
powers permtted under the State Constitution and | aws of the
state. This charter and the powers of the town shall be
construed liberally in favor of the town. It is recognized that
certain services within the municipal boundaries are provided by
i ndependent special districts created by special acts of the

Legi slature and by Pinellas County.

Section 2. Council; mayor and vice mayor. --
(1) TOMN COUNCI L. --There shall be a five-nenber town
council ("council") vested with all |egislative powers of the

town, consisting of five nmenbers ("council nenbers"), each

el ected fromand representing the town at large. Unless
otherwi se stated within this charter, all charter powers shal
be exercised by the council.

(2) THE MAYOR, PONERS AND DUTI ES. - -

(a) The council, at its first regular neeting after the
fourth Tuesday of each March, shall elect fromits nmenbers a
mayor who shall serve for a period of 1 year and who shall have
the sane | egislative powers and duties as any ot her counci
nmenber, except as provided herein.

(b) I'n addition to carrying out the regular duties of a
council nmenber, the mayor shall preside at the neetings of the
council and shall be recogni zed as the head of town governnent
for service of process, cerenpnial matters, and the signature or
execution of ordinances, contracts, deeds, bonds, and ot her

i nstrunments and docunents and for purposes of mlitary |aw. The

Page 7 of 36

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248

mayor shall al so serve as the cerenonial head of the town and
the town official designated to represent the town when deal i ng
with other entities. The mayor shall have no admi nistrative
duties other than those necessary to acconplish these actions,
or such other actions as nmay be authorized by the town council
consi stent with general or special |aw.

(3) THE VI CE MAYOR. - -

(a) The council, at its first regular neeting after the
fourth Tuesday of each March, shall elect fromits nmenbers a
vi ce mayor who shall serve for a period of 1 year and who shal
have the sane |egislative powers and duties while serving as any
ot her council nmenber.

(b) The vice mayor shall serve as acting mayor during the
absence or disability of the mayor. In the absence of the nmayor
and the vice mayor, the remaining council menbers shall select a
counci| nmenber to serve as acting mayor

Section 3. Election and terns of office.--

(1) TERM OF OFFI CE. - - Each council nenber shall be el ected
at large for a 3-year termby the electors of the town in the
manner provided herein. Council nenbers shall be sworn into
office at the first regularly schedul ed neeting followng their
el ection. Each council nmenber shall remain in office until his
or her successor is elected and assunes the duties of the
position.

(2) SEATS.--The town council shall be divided into five
separate council seats to be designated as seats 1, 2, 3, 4, and
5, to be voted on townw de, with each qualified elector entitled
to vote for one candidate for each seat.

(3) QUALI FI CATI ON. - - Candi dates for each council seat nust

qualify for council elections by seat in accordance with
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appl i cabl e general law, and the council nenbers elected to those
seats shall hold the seats 1 through 5, respectively. To qualify
for office:

(a) Filing.--Each candidate for council nenber shall file a
witten notice of candidacy with the town clerk at such tinme and
in such manner as nmay be prescribed by ordi nance and shall mnake
paynent to the town of any fees required by general |law as a
qgual i fying fee.

(b) Registered el ector.--Each candidate for council nenber
shall be a registered elector in the state.

(c) Residency.--Each candidate for council nenber shal
have maintained his or her domcile within the boundaries of the
town for a period of 1 year prior to qualifying for election
and, if elected, shall maintain such residency throughout his or
her term of office.

(d) Deadline.--Any resident of the town who wi shes to
becone a candidate for a council nenber seat shall qualify with
the town clerk no sooner than noon on the |ast Tuesday in
January, nor later than noon on the first Tuesday in February,
of the year in which the election is to be held.

(4) VACANCI ES I N OFFI CE; FORFEI TURE;, SUSPENSI ON; FILLI NG OF
VACANCI ES. - -

(a) Vacancies.--A vacancy in the office of mayor, vice
mayor, or any council nenber shall occur upon the death of the
i ncunbent, renpoval fromoffice as authorized by |aw,
resignation, appointnent to other public office which creates
dual office holding, judicially determ ned i nconpetence, or
forfeiture of office as described in paragraph (b).

(b) Forfeiture of office.--Any council menber shall forfeit
his or her office upon determ nation by the council, acting as a

body, at a duly noticed public neeting that he or she:

Page 9 of 36

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290
291
292
293
294
295
296
297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310

1. Lacks at any tine, or fails to maintain during his or
her termof office, any qualification for the office prescribed
by this charter or otherw se required by |aw,

2. Is convicted of a felony or enters a plea of guilty or
nol o contendere to a crinme punishable as a felony, even if
adj udi cation is wthheld;

3. Is convicted of a first degree m sdeneanor arising
directly out of his or her official conduct or duties, or enters
a plea of guilty or nolo contendere thereto, even if
adj udi cation of guilt has been w t hhel d;

4. 1s found to have violated any standard of conduct or
code of ethics established by aw for public officials and has
been suspended fromoffice by the Governor, unless subsequently
reinstated as provided by |aw, or

5. |Is absent fromthree consecutive regul ar counci
nmeeti ngs w thout good cause, or for any other reason established
in this charter.

The council shall be the sole judge of the qualifications of its
menbers and shall hear all questions relating to forfeiture of a
council nmenber's office, including whether good cause for
absence has been or may be established. The burden of

est abl i shing good cause shall be on the council nenber in
guestion; however, any council menber nay at any tinme during any
duly held neeting nove to establish good cause for his or her
absence or the absence of any other conm ssion nenber from any
past, present, or future neeting or neetings, which notion, if
carried, shall be conclusive. A council nenmber whose
gualifications are in question or who is otherw se subject to
forfeiture of his or her office shall not vote on any such

matters. The council nenber in question shall be entitled to a
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public hearing on request regarding an alleged forfeiture of
office. If a public hearing is requested, notice thereof shal

be published in one or nore newspapers of general circulation in
the town at |east 1 week in advance of the hearing. Any fina
determi nation by the council that a council nenber has forfeited
his or her office shall be nade by resolution. Al votes and

ot her acts of the council nenber in question prior to the
effective date of such resolution shall be valid regardl ess of
the grounds of forfeiture.

(c) Suspension fromoffice.--Any council nenber shall be
suspended from office upon return of an indictnent or issuance
of any information charging the council nmenber with any crine
whi ch is punishable as a felony or with any crine arising out of
his or her official duties which is punishable as a first degree
m sdenmeanor. Pursuant thereto:

1. During a period of suspension, a council menber shall
not performany official act, duty, or function or receive any
pay, allowance, enolunent, or privilege of office.

2. If the council nmenber is subsequently found not guilty
of the charge, or if the charge is otherw se di sm ssed, reduced,
or altered in such a manner that suspension would no | onger be
requi red as provided herein, the suspension shall be lifted and
the council nmenber shall be entitled to receive full back pay
and such other enolunents or allowances as he or she woul d have
been entitled to had the suspension not occurred.

(d) Filling of vacancies.--

1. If any vacancy occurs in the office of any counci
nmenber and the remai nder of the council nenber's unexpired term
is less than 1 year and 81 days, the renmaining council nenbers

shall, within 30 days follow ng the occurrence of such vacancy,
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by majority vote, appoint a person to fill the vacancy for the

remai nder of the unexpired term
2. If any vacancy occurs in the office of any counci

nmenber and the remai nder of the unexpired termis equal to or

exceeds 1 year and 81 days, the remaining council nenbers shall

wi thin 30 days followi ng the occurrence of such vacancy, by
majority vote, appoint a person to fill the vacancy until the
next regularly schedul ed town el ection, at which tine an
el ection shall be held to fill the vacancy.

3. If a vacancy occurs in the office of mayor and fewer

than 120 days remain in the termof the council nenber who was
el ected mayor, the vice mayor shall serve as mayor until a new
mayor is elected by the council and assunes the duties of his or
her office. If a vacancy occurs in the office of mayor and 120

days or nore remain in the termof the mayor, the vice mayor

shal |l serve as mayor until a new council nenber is elected and

the council elects a new mayor and vice mayor as provi ded by
this charter.

4. Any person appointed to fill a vacancy on the counci
shall be required to neet the qualifications of the seat to
whi ch he or she i s appointed.

5. Notw thstandi ng any quorum requi renents established
herein, if at any tinme the full nenbership of the council is
reduced to | ess than a quorum the remaining nenbers nay, by
maj ority vote, appoint additional nmenbers to the extent
ot herwi se permtted or required under this subsection.

6. In the event that all the nmenmbers of the council are
removed by death, disability, recall, forfeiture of office,
resignation, or any conbination thereof, the Governor shal
appoint interimcouncil menbers who shall call a special

el ection within not fewer than 30 days or nore than 60 days
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after such appointnment. Such election shall be held in the sane
manner as the initial elections under this charter. However, if
there are fewer than 6 nonths renaining in any unexpired terns,
the interimcouncil appointed by the Governor shall serve out
the unexpired terns. Appointees nust neet all requirenments for
candi dates as provided in this charter.

(e) Conpensation and expenses. - -

1. Town council nenbers shall be entitled to receive
rei mbursenent in accordance with general |aw for authorized
travel and per di em expenses incurred in the performance of
their official duties.

2. The council nenbers shall be conpensated at the rate of
$8, 000 per year. The mayor shall be conpensated at the rate of
$10, 000 per year. The town council, by not fewer than four
affirmati ve votes, may elect to provide for any adjustnment in
such conpensation by ordi nance. However, no such ordi nance
i ncreasi ng conpensation shall take effect until the date of
commencenent of the terns of council nenbers elected at the next
regul ar election which follows the adoption of such ordinance.

Section 4. Admnistrative. --

(1) DESI GNATI ON OF CHARTER OFFI CERS. - - The town manager and
the town attorney are designated as charter officers, except
that the office of town attorney may be contracted to an
attorney or law firm

(2) APPO NTMENT; REMOVAL; COVPENSATI ON; FILLING OF
VACANCI ES. - -

(a) The charter officers shall be appointed by a najority
vote of the full council and shall serve at the pleasure of the

counci | .
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(b) The charter officers shall be renoved fromoffice only
by a super ngjority vote of the full council. Upon demand by a
charter officer, a public hearing shall be held prior to such
renoval .

(c) The conpensation of the charter officers shall be fixed
by the town council through the approval of an acceptable
enpl oynment contract.

(d) The town council shall begin the process to fill a
vacancy in a charter office within 90 days after the vacancy. An
acting town nanager or an acting town attorney nay be appointed
by the council during a vacancy in such charter office.

(e) A charter officer shall not be a nmenber of the town
council or a candidate for town council while holding a charter
of ficer position.

(3) TOMN MANAGER. - - The town manager shall be the chief
adm ni strative officer of the town.

(a) The town council shall appoint a town nanager who shal
be the adm nistrative head of the nunicipal governnment under the
direction and supervision of the town council. The
town manager shall hold office at the pleasure of the town
council. The town manager shall be appointed by resol ution
approvi ng an enpl oynent contract between the town and the town
manager. The town manager shall receive such conpensation as
determ ned by the town council through the adoption of an
appropriate resol ution.

(b) The town manager shall have the m ninum qualifications
of a conbi nation of a bachelor's degree in public
adm ni stration, business adm nistration, or other related fields
froman accredited college or university and 3 years' public
adm ni strati on experience or 6 years' experience in a city

manager or assistant city manager position, preferably in an
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I nternational City/County Managenment Associ ati on-recogni zed
| ocal government.

(c) It is preferred that the town manager be an
I nternational City/County Managenent Associ ation-credenti al ed
manager or obtain such credential within 2 years after being
appoi nt ed.

(d) During the absence or disability of the town nanager,
the town council may by resol ution designate sonme properly
qgual i fied person to tenporarily execute the functions of the
town manager. The person thus designated shall have the sane
powers and duties as the town manager and shall be known while
serving as acting town manager. The town nmanager or acting town
manager nmay be renoved by the town council at any tine.

(e) As the chief admnistrative officer, the town manager
shal | :

1. Direct and supervise the adm nistration of al
departnents, offices, and agencies of the town, except the
office of town attorney, and except as otherw se provided by
this charter or by |aw

2. Appoint, suspend, or renove any enpl oyee of the town or
appoi ntive admnistrative officer provided for, by, or under
this charter, except the office of town attorney, and except as
may ot herw se be provided by law, this charter, or personnel
rul es adopted pursuant to the charter. The town manager may
authorize any adm nistrative officer who is subject to his or
her direction and supervision to exercise these powers with
respect to subordinates in that officer's departnment, office, or
agency.

3. Ensure that all laws, provisions of this charter, and

acts of the council are faithfully execut ed.
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4. Prepare and submit the annual budget and capital program
to the council in the form prescribed by ordi nance.

5. Attend neetings of the town council.

6. Draw and sign vouchers upon depositories as provided by
ordi nance and keep, or cause to be kept, a true and accurate
account of sane.

7. Sign all licenses issued by the town, issue receipts for
all noneys paid to the town, and deposit such noneys in the
proper depositories on the first banking day after receipt. The
town manager may del egate the responsibilities of this
subpar agraph to an appropriate town enpl oyee who shall be
bonded.

8. Provide adm nistrative services in support of the
official duties of the mayor and the council.

9. Keep the council advised as to the financial condition
and future needs of the town and nmake recommendations to the
council concerning the affairs of the town.

10. Submt to the council, and nake available to the
public, a conplete report on finances and adm ni strative
activities of the town as of the end of each fiscal year.

11. Sign contracts on behalf of the town to the extent
aut hori zed by ordi nance.

12. Perform such other duties as are specified in this
charter or as nay be required by the council.

(4) TOAN ATTORNEY. - -

(a) The town attorney shall be enployed under terns and
condi tions deened advi sable by the town council, which may
i nclude the appointrment of a law firm

(b) The town attorney shall be a nenber in good standing

with The Florida Bar, have been admitted to practice in the
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state for at least 5 years, and have not |less than 2 years
experience in the practice of |ocal governnment |aw.

(c) The town attorney has sole discretion to appoint,
pronote, suspend, denote, renove, or termni nate deputy and
assi stant town attorneys, subject to the town's annual budget.

(d) The town attorney shall performthe follow ng functions
in addition to other functions as designated by the town
counci | :

1. Serve as chief legal advisor to the town council, the
charter officers, and all town departnents, offices, and
agenci es.

2. Attend all regular and special town council neetings,
unl ess excused by the town council, and perform such
prof essional duties as may be required by |aw or by the counci
in furtherance of the | aw

3. Approve all contracts, bonds, and other instrunents in
which the town is concerned and shall endorse on each his or her
approval of the formand correctness thereof. No contract with
the town shall take effect until his or her approval is so
endor sed t hereon.

4. \Wen requested to do so by the council, prosecute and
defend on behalf of the town all conplaints, suits, and
controversies in which the town is a party.

5. Perform such other professional duties as required of
hi mor her by resolution of the council or as prescribed for
muni ci pal attorneys in the general |aws of the state which are
not inconsistent with this charter.

6. Prepare an annual budget for the operation of the office
of the town attorney and submit this budget to the town nanager
for inclusion in the annual town budget, in accordance with

uni form town procedures.
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(5) TOMN CLERK. --The town manager shall appoint a town
clerk or managenment firmto serve as town clerk (the "clerk").
The clerk shall give notice of council neetings to its menbers
and the public, keep mnutes of its proceedings, and perform
such other duties as the council or town manager nay prescribe
fromtime to tinme. The clerk shall report to the town nanager

(6) EXPENDI TURE OF TOAN FUNDS. --No funds of the town shal
be expended except pursuant to duly approved appropriations or
for the paynent of bonds, notes, or other indebtedness duly
aut hori zed by the council and only from such funds so
aut hori zed.

7) TOAN BOARDS AND AGENCI ES. - - Except as ot herw se provi ded
by law, the council may establish or term nate such boards and
agencies as it may deem advisable fromtinme to tine. The boards
and agencies shall report to the council. Menbers of boards and
agenci es shall be appointed by the council by resolution.

Section 5. Legislative.--

(1) REGULAR MEETI NGS. --The counci|l shall conduct regul ar
meetings at such tinmes and places as the council shall prescribe
by resol ution. Such neetings shall be public neetings within the
meani ng of state |aw and shall be subject to notice and ot her
requi renents of | aw applicable to public neetings.

(2) SPECI AL MEETI NGS. - - Speci al neetings may be held at the
call of the mayor or, in his or her absence, at the call of the
vi ce mayor. Special neetings may al so be call ed upon the request
of a mpjority of the council nenbers. Unless the neeting is of
an emergency nature, the person or persons calling such a
neeting shall provide not |ess than 72 hours' prior notice of
the neeting to the public.

(3) COMVENCEMENT. --Al'l neetings shall be scheduled to

commence no earlier than 7 a.m nor later than 10 p. m
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(4) RULES;, ORDER OF BUSI NESS. - - The council shall determ ne
its own rules and order of business.

(5) QUORUM --A majority of the full council shal
constitute a quorum

(6) VALIDITY OF ACTION. --No action of the council shall be
valid unl ess adopted by an affirmati ve vote of the majority of
the full council, unless otherw se provided by |aw.

(7) LEQ SLATI VE POVERS. - - Except as ot herw se prescri bed
herein or as provided by law, the |egislative powers of the town
shall be vested in the council. The council shall provide for
t he exercise of its powers and for the performance of all duties
and obligations inposed on the town by | aw

(8) DEPARTMENTS. - - The council may establish such other
departnents as it determ nes necessary for the efficient
adm ni stration and operation of the town. Such departnents,
of fices, or agencies shall be established by ordi nance.

(9) CODE.--The council may adopt any standard code of
technical regulations by reference thereto in an adopting
ordi nance and may anend the code in the adopting ordi nance or
| ater anendat ory ordi nance. The procedures and requirenents
governi ng such an adopting ordi nance shall be as prescribed for
ordi nances generally, except that:

(a) Requirenments regarding distribution and filing of
copi es of the ordinance shall not be construed to require
distribution and filing of copies of the adopted code of
techni cal regul ati ons.

(b) A copy of each adopted code of technical regul ations,
as well as of the adopting ordinance, shall be authenticated and
recorded by the town clerk.

(10) EMERGENCY ORDI NANCES. - -
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(a) To neet a public energency affecting life, health,
property, or the public peace, the council may adopt, in the
manner provided by general |aw, one or nore emergency
ordi nances, but such ordi nances may not enact or anmend a | and
use plan or rezone private property; |levy taxes; grant, renew,
or extend any nunicipal franchise; set service or user charges
for any nunicipal services; or authorize the borrow ng of noney,
except as provided under the energency appropriations provisions
of this charter, if applicable. An energency ordinance shall be
i ntroduced in the formand manner prescribed for ordi nances
general ly, except that it shall be plainly designated in a
preanbl e as an energency ordi nance and shall contain, after the
enacting clause, a declaration stating that an enmergency exists
and describing it in clear and specific terns.

(b) Upon the affirmative vote of four council nenbers, an
energency ordi nance may be adopted with or w thout anendnent or
rejected at the neeting at which it is introduced. After its
adoption, the ordinance shall be advertised and printed as
prescri bed for other ordinances.

(c) Energency ordi nances shall becone effective upon
adoption or at such other date as may be specified in the
or di nance.

(d) Every energency ordi nance, except energency
appropriation ordi nances, shall autonmatically be repeal ed as of
the 61st day following its effective date, but this shall not
prevent reenactnent of the ordi nance under regul ar procedures
or, if the energency still exists, in the manner specified in
this section. An energency ordi nance may al so be repeal ed by
adoption of a repealing ordinance in the same manner specified

in this section for adoption of energency ordi nances.

Page 20 of 36

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



615
616
617
618
619
620
621
622
623
624
625
626
627
628
629
630
631
632
633
634
635
636
637
638
639
640
641
642
643

645

(11) EMERGENCY APPRCPRI ATI ONS. --To neet a public energency
affecting life, health, property, or the public peace, the
council, by resolution, may make energency appropriations. To
the extent that there are no unappropriated revenues to neet
such appropriation, the council may by such energency resol ution
aut hori ze the issuance of energency notes, which nay be renewed
fromtime to tine, but the energency notes and renewals in any
fiscal year shall be paid not |later than the | ast day of the
fiscal year succeeding that in which the emergency
appropriations were made.

(12) RECORDKEEPI NG - -The council shall, in a properly
i ndexed book kept for the purpose, provide for the
aut hentication and recording in full of all mnutes of neetings
and all ordinances and resol utions adopted by the council, and
the sane shall at all tinmes be a public record. The counci
shall further nmaintain a current codification of all ordinances.
Such codification shall be printed and shall be nmade avail abl e
for distribution to the public on a continuing basis. A
ordi nances or resolutions of the council shall be signed by al
council nmenbers and attested to by the town clerk.

(13) DUAL OFFI CE HOLDI NG --No present elected town official
shal | hold any conpensated appoi ntive office or enpl oynent of
the town while in office, nor shall any former council nenber be
enpl oyed by the town until after the expiration of 1 year from
the tinme of |eaving office.

(14) NONI NTERFERENCE BY TOAN COUNCI L. - - Except for the
pur poses of inquiry and information, council nenbers are
expressly prohibited frominterfering with the perfornance of
the duties of any enployee of the town governnent who is under
the direct or indirect supervision of the town nmanager or town

attorney. Such action shall be mal feasance within the neaning of

Page 21 of 36

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



646 section 112.51, Florida Statutes. Recommendati ons for

647 i nprovenents in the town governnent operations shall cone

648 t hrough the town nmanager, but each nmenber of the council shal

649 be free to discuss or recommend i nprovenents to the town

650 manager, and the council is free to direct the town manager to

651 i npl enent specific recomendations for inprovenent in town

652 gover nment operations.

653 Section 6. Budget and appropriations.--

654 (1) FISCAL YEAR --The town shall have a fiscal year which

655 shall begin on the first day of Cctober and shall end on the

656 | ast day of Septenber of the follow ng cal endar year, unless

657 ot herwi se defined by general |aw. Such fiscal year shall also

658 constitute the annual budget and accounting year

659 (2) BUDGET ADOPTI ON. --The council shall adopt a budget in

660 accordance with applicable general law, follow ng a m ni num of

661 two public hearings on the proposed budget. A resol ution

662 adopting the annual budget shall constitute appropriation of the

663 anmounts specified therein as expenditures from funds indicated.

664 (3) EXPENDI TURES. - - The budget shall not provide for

665 expenditures in an anount greater than the revenues budgeted.

666 (4) APPROPRI ATI ONS. - -

667 (a) If, during the fiscal year, revenues in excess of those

668 estimated in the budget are avail able for appropriation, the

669 council by resolution may make suppl emental appropriations for

670 the year in an anmobunt not to exceed such excess.

671 (b) If, at any time during the fiscal year, it appears

672 probabl e to the town manager that the revenues available will be

673 insufficient to neet the anmount appropriated, the town manager

674 shall report to the council without delay, indicating the

675 esti mated anmount of the deficit, any renedial action taken, and

676 recommendati ons as to any other steps that should be taken. The
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677 council shall then take such further action as it deens

678 necessary to prevent or mnimze any deficit and, for that

679 pur pose, the council may by resolution reduce one or nore

680 appropriations accordingly.

681 (c) No appropriation for debt service may be reduced or

682 transferred, and no appropriation nmay be reduced bel ow any

683 anount required by law to be appropriated, or by nore than the

684 unencunber ed bal ance thereof. O her provisions of lawto the

685 contrary notw t hstandi ng, the suppl enental and emnergency

686 appropriations and reduction or transfer of appropriations

687 authorized by this section nay be nade effective i medi ately

688 upon adopti on.

689 (5) BONDS; | NDEBTEDNESS. - -

690 (a) Subject to the referendumrequirenents of the State

691 Constitution, if applicable, the towm may fromtine to tine

692 borrow noney and i ssue bonds or other obligations or evidence of

693 i ndebt edness (collectively, "bonds") of any type or character

694 for any of the purposes for which the town is now or hereafter

695 aut hori zed by |aw to borrow noney, including to finance the cost

696 of any capital or other project and to refund any and al

697 previ ous issues of bonds at or prior to maturity. Such bonds may

698 be i ssued pursuant to one or nore resol utions adopted by a

699 majority of the council

700 (b) The town may assume all outstandi ng i ndebt edness

701 related to facilities it acquires fromother units of |oca

702 government and be liable for paynent thereon in accordance with

703 its terns.

704 (6) REVENUE BONDS; LEASE- PURCHASE CONTRACTS. —bnl ess

705 authorized by the electors of the town at a duly held referendum

706 el ection, the council shall not authorize or allowto be

707 aut hori zed the issuance of revenue bonds or enter into | ease
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purchase contracts or any other unfunded rmultiyear contracts for
t he purchase of real property or the construction of any capital
i nprovenent, the repaynent of which extends in excess of 36
nmont hs, unl ess mandated by state or federal governing agencies.
(7) ANNUAL AUDIT.--The council shall provide for an
i ndependent annual financial audit of all town accounts and may
provide for nore frequent audits as it deens necessary. Such
audits shall be nade by a certified public accountant or a firm
of such accountants who have no personal interest, direct or
indirect, in the fiscal affairs of the town governnment or in any
of its officers. Residency in the town shall not be construed as
a prohibited interest.

Section 7. Elections.--

(1) ELECTORS. --Any person who is a resident of the town,
who has qualified as an elector of this state, and who registers
in the manner prescribed by |aw shall be an el ector of the town.

(2) NONPARTI SAN ELECTIONS.--All elections for the town
council nmenbers shall be conducted on a nonpartisan basis
wi t hout any designation of political party affiliation.

(3) ELECTI ON DATES. - - A special election shall be held on
t he second Tuesday in March 2009, and regul ar el ections shall be
held on the second Tuesday in March of each el ection year,
provi ded as foll ows:

(a) For the two council nenber seats that received the
hi ghest nunber of votes in the March 2009 el ection, the next
election to fill the council nmenber seats shall be held on the
second Tuesday in March after the first Monday in March in 2012,
and every 3 years thereafter

(b) For the two council menber seats that received the next

hi ghest nunber of votes in the March 2007 el ection, the next
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election to fill the council nmenber seats shall be held on the
second Tuesday in March after the first Monday in March in 2011,
and every 3 years thereafter

(c) For the remaining council menber seat, the next
election to fill the council nenber seat shall be held on the
second Tuesday in March after the first Monday in March in 2010,
and every 3 years thereafter

(d) Such town el ections shall be general town el ections.

(4) RUNOFF ELECTIONS.--1n the event no candidate for an
office receives a mpgjority of the votes cast for such office,

t he person receiving the | argest nunber of votes cast will be
elected. In the event two candi dates receive an equal nunber of
votes, a runoff election shall be held on the fourth Tuesday in
Mar ch.

(5) TOM CANVASSI NG BOARD. - - The town canvassi ng board shal
be conposed of those nenbers of the town council who are not
candi dates for reelection and the town clerk, who shall act as
chair. At the close of the polls of any town election, or as
soon thereafter as practicable, the canvassing board shall neet
at a time and place designated by the chair and shall proceed to
publicly canvass the vote as shown by the returns then on file
in the office of the town clerk, and then shall publicly canvass
t he absentee el ector ballots. The canvassi ng board shall prepare
and sign a certificate containing the total nunber of votes cast
for each candi date or other neasure voted upon. The certificate
shall be placed on file with the town clerk

(6) SPECI AL ELECTI ONS. - - Speci al muni ci pal el ections, when
required, shall be held in the sane manner as regul ar el ecti ons,
except that the town council, by ordinance, shall fix the tine
for hol ding such elections consistent with this charter and

state | aw.
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(7) GENERAL ELECTI ON. - -

(a) The ballot for the general election shall contain the
nanmes of all qualified candi dates for each respective counci
menber seat and shall instruct electors to cast one vote for
each council nmenber seat, with a maxi num of one vote per
candi date. The candidate for each council nenber seat receiving
the nost votes shall be the duly elected council nenber for that
desi gnat ed council nenber seat.

(b) No election for any council nenber seat shall be
required in any election if there is only one duly qualified
candi date for the council nmenber seat.

(c) If nore than one candidate for a designated counci
menber seat receive an equal and hi ghest nunber of votes, the
candi dates for the office receiving the highest vote in the
general election shall run again in the runoff election.

(d) The candi date receiving the highest nunber of votes
cast for the designated council nenber seat in the runoff
el ection shall be elected to the designated council nenber seat.
If the vote at the runoff election results in a tie, the outcone
shall be determ ned by |ot.

(e) The termof office of any el ected official shal
comence i medi ately after the el ection.

(f) Al elected officers, before entering upon their
duties, shall take and subscribe to the follow ng oath of

of fice:

"I do solemly swear (or affirm) that | will support,
protect, and defend the Constitution and Governnent of the
United States and of the state, and the charter of the Town
of Pal mHarbor; that | amduly qualified to hold office

under the Constitution of the State and the charter of the
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Town of Pal m Harbor; and that | will well and faithfully
performthe duties of council menber upon which I am now

about to enter."”

(g) The election laws of the state shall apply to al
el ections.

(h) Any nenber of the town council may be renpved from
office by the electors of the town follow ng the procedures for

recall established by general |aw.

Section 8. General provisions.--

(1) SEVERABILITY.--1f any section or part of any section of
this charter shall be held invalid by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction, such holding shall not affect the renai nder of
this charter or the context in which such section or part of a
section so held invalid may appear, except to the extent that an
entire section or part of a section nmay be inseparably connected
in nmeaning and effect with the section or part of a section to
whi ch such hol ding shall directly apply.

(2) TOMN PERSONNEL SYSTEM --Al |l new enpl oynents,
appoi ntnents, and pronotions of town officers and enpl oyees
shal | be made pursuant to personnel procedures to be established
by the town manager fromtine to tine.

(3) CHARI TABLE CONTRI BUTI ONS. --The town shall not nake any
charitable contribution to any person or entity unless
aut hori zed by the council.

(4) VARI ATI ON OF PRONOUNS. -- Al l pronouns and any vari ations
t hereof used in this charter shall be deened to refer to
mascul i ne, fem nine, neutral, singular, or plural as the

identity of the person or persons shall require and are not
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intended to describe, interpret, define, or Iimt the scope,
extent, or intent of this charter.

(5) CALENDAR DAY. --For the purpose of this charter, a day
shal |l mean a cal endar day.

(6) CHARTER REVI EW COW TTEE. - -

(a) At its first regular neeting in March 2014, and every
10t h year thereafter, the town council may appoint a charter
review conmttee consisting of 15 individuals who are not
menbers of the town council to serve in an advisory capacity to
t he town counci l

(b) Each council nenber shall recomrend and nominate three
individuals to serve on the conmmittee as regul ar nenbers, which
appoi ntments shall be approved by a najority vote of the town
council. Individuals appointed to the charter review commttee
shall be citizens of the town.

(c) The charter review conmttee shall appoint its own
chair and vice chair and adopt its own rules and procedures.

(d) The town clerk and the town attorney shall advise the
town council in advance of the date when such appoi ntnents nay
be made.

(e) If appointed, the charter review commttee shal
comence its proceedings within 30 days after the conmttee is
appoi nted by the town council. The commttee shall reviewthe
charter and provide input to the town council to nodernize and
i nprove the charter. The public shall be given an opportunity to
speak and participate at charter review commttee neetings in
accordance with the rules of the charter review comittee.

(f) Al recomrendations by the charter review commttee
shall be forwarded to the town council in ordinance formfor
consideration no later than the 1st day of March of the year

foll owi ng the appoi ntnent of the charter review commttee, and
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862 in sufficient tinme for any reconmendati ons to be consi dered by

863 the town council as provided herein.
864 (g) The town council shall consider the recommendations of
865 the charter review conmttee at the regular neeting in Novenber
866 and the regular neeting in Decenber of the year follow ng
867 appoi ntment of the charter review conmttee.
868 (7) CHARTER AMENDMENTS. --This charter may be anended in
869 accordance with the provisions for charter amendnents as
870 specified in general |aw or as may ot herw se be provi ded by
871 general law. The form content, and certification of any
872 petition to anmend shall be established by ordi nance.
873 (8) INITIATION BY PETITION. --The el ectors of the town may
874 propose anendnents to this charter by petition to be submtted
875 to the council to be placed before the electors, as provided by
876 general | aw.
877 (9) STANDARDS OF CONDUCT.--All elected officials and
878 enpl oyees of the town shall be subject to the standards of
879 conduct for public officers and enpl oyees set by general law. In
880 addition, the town council shall, no later than 6 nonths from
881 the effective date of incorporation, establish by ordi nance a
882 code of ethics for officials and enpl oyees of the town which may
883 be suppl enental to general law, but in no case may such an
884 ordi nance di m nish the provisions of general |aw The intent of
885 this subsection is to require nore stringent standards than
886 t hose provi ded under general |aw.
887 (10) LAND USE, REZONI NG --Any change to the town's future
888 | and use nmap, or any change to the zoning designation for any
889 parcel within the town shall require the affirmati ve vote of no
890 fewer than four menmbers of the town council.
891
892 Section 9. Transition schedul e. --
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893
894
895
896
897
898
899
900
901
902
903
904
905
906
907
908
909
910
911
912
913
914
915
916
917
918
919
920
921
922
923

(1) REFERENDUM - - The Pinellas County Conmm ssion shall hold
the referendum el ection called for by this act on Novenber 4,
2008, at which time the follow ng question shall be placed upon
t he ball ot:

Pal m Har bor Comunity:

"Shall the creation of the Town of Palm Harbor and its

charter be approved?"

Yes

No

Crystal Beach and Ozona Communiti es:

"Shall the community of [insert one of the above

communities] join in the creation of the Town of Palm

Harbor and its charter be approved?"

Yes

No

East Lake Comunity:

"Shall the community of East Lake join in the creation of

the Town of Pal m Harbor and its charter be approved?”

Yes
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924
925
926
927
928
929
930
931
932
933
934
935
936
937
938
939
940
941
942
943
944
945
946
947
948
949
950
951
952
953
954

No

(2) INITIAL ELECTI ON OF COUNCI L MEMBERS; DATES. - -

(a) Followi ng the adoption of this charter, the Pinellas
County Conmi ssion shall call a special election for the election
of the five town council nenbers to be held on March 10, 2009.
Candi dates for the election shall qualify for seat 1, seat 2,
seat 3, seat 4, and seat 5. The candi date receiving the highest
nunber of votes for that seat shall be elected. If nore than one
candi date for a designated council nenber seat receives an equa
and hi ghest nunmber of votes, then the candi dates receiving the
hi ghest votes in the general election shall run again in the
runoff el ection which shall be held on March 24, 2009.

(b) Any individual who wishes to run for one of the five
initial seats on the council shall qualify as a candidate with
the Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections in accordance with
t he provisions of this charter and general |aw.

(c) The Pinellas County Comm ssion shall appoint a
canvassi ng board which shall certify the results of the
el ecti on.

(d) Those candi dates who are el ected on March 10, 2009, and
March 24, 2009, shall take office at the initial town counci
nmeeti ng, which shall be held at 7 p.m on March 26,

2009.

(3) CREATI ON AND ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE TOM. - - For the
pur pose of conpliance with section 200.066, Florida Statutes,
relating to assessnent and coll ection of ad val oremtaxes, the
town is hereby created and established effective Decenber 1,
2008; notw thstandi ng anything to the contrary contai ned herein,
the town, although created and established as of Decenber 1,
2008, shall not be operational until March 27, 2009.
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955
956
957
958
959
960
961
962
963
964
965
966
967
968
969
970
971
972
973
974
975
976
977
978
979
980
981
982
983
984
985

(4) FIRST YEAR EXPENSES. - - The town council, in order to
provi de noneys for the expenses and support of the town, shal
have the power to borrow noney necessary for the operation of
town government until such time as a budget is adopted and
revenues are raised in accordance with the provisions of this
charter.

(5) TRANSI TI ONAL ORDI NANCES AND RESOLUTI ONS. —Al | applicabl e
county ordinances currently in place at the tinme of passage of
the referendum unless specifically referenced herein, shal
remain in place until and unl ess rescinded by action of the town
counci | .

(6) TEMPORARY EMERGENCY ORDI NANCES. - - The town council shal
adopt ordi nances and resolutions required to effect the
transition. O dinances adopted within 60 days after the first
council neeting may be passed as energency ordi nances. These
transi tional ordi nances, passed as energency ordi nances, shal
be effective for no longer than 90 days after adoption and
thereafter may be readopted, renewed, or otherw se continued
only in the manner normally prescribed for ordi nances.

(7) TRANSI Tl ONAL COVPREHENSI VE PLAN AND LAND DEVELOPNMENT
REGULATI ONS. - -

(a) Until such tinme as the town adopts a conprehensive
pl an, the Pinellas County Future Land Use Map, the Pinellas
County Zoning Map, and all other applicabl e provisions
applicable to the town, of the Conprehensive Plan and Land
Devel opnent Regul ati ons of Pinellas County, as the sanme exist on
the day the town conmences corporate existence, shall remain in
effect as the town's transitional conprehensive plan and | and
devel opnent regul ati ons. However, all planning functions,
duties, and authority shall thereafter be vested in the Town

Counci | of Pal m Harbor which shall also be deened the | ocal

Page 32 of 36

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



986
987
988
989
990
991
992
993
994
995
996
997
998
999
1000
1001
1002
1003
1004
1005
1006
1007
1008
1009
1010
1011
1012
1013
1014
1015

pl anni ng agency until the council establishes a separate |oca
pl anni ng agency.

(b) Al powers and duties of the planning conm ssion,
zoning authority, any boards of adjustnent, and the County
Comm ssion of Pinellas County, as set forth in these
transitional zoning and |and use regul ations, shall be vested in
t he Town Council of Palm Harbor until such tine as the town
council delegates all or a portion thereof to another entity.

(8) COMMUNI CATI ONS SERVI CES TAX. --The contuni cati ons
services tax inposed under s. 202.19, F.S., by Pinellas County
will continue within the town boundaries during the period
commencing wth the date of incorporation through Decenber 31,
2009. Revenues fromthe tax shall be shared by Pinellas County
with the town in proportion to the projected town popul ation
estimate of the Pinellas County Planning Division conpared with
t he uni ncorporated popul ation of Pinellas County before the
i ncorporation of Palm Harbor.

(9) STATE SHARED REVENUES. - - The Town of Pal m Harbor shal
be entitled to participate in all shared revenue prograns of the
state available to nunicipalities effective April 1, 2009. The
provi sions of section 218.23(1), Florida Statutes, shall be
wai ved for the purpose of eligibility to receive revenue sharing
funds fromthe date of incorporation through the state fisca
year 2011-2012. Initial population estimtes for cal cul ating
eligibility for shared revenues shall be determ ned by the
Uni versity of Florida Bureau of Econoni c and Busi ness Research.
Shoul d the bureau be unable to provide an appropriate popul ation
estimate, the Pinellas County Planning Division estimte should
be utilized. For the purposes of qualifying for revenue sharing,

the foll ow ng revenue sources shall be considered: mnunici pal
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service taxing units, fire nunicipal service taxing units, ad
val orem t axes, conmuni cati ons services tax, and franchi se fees.
(10) GAS TAX REVENUES. - - - Not wi t hst andi ng the requiremnents
of section 336.025, Florida Statutes, to the contrary, the town
shall be entitled to receive |ocal option gas tax revenues
begi nni ng Cctober 1, 2009. These revenues shall be distributed
in accordance with the interlocal agreenments with Pinellas
County.
(11) WAI VER. --The provisions of section 218.23(1), Florida
Statutes, shall be waived for the purpose of conducting audits

and financial reporting through fiscal year 2009-2010.

Section 10. Continuation, nerger, and dissol ution of
existing districts and service providers. --

(1) PALM HARBOR SPECI AL FI RE CONTROL AND RESCUE DI STRI CT;
CONTI NUATI ON. - - Notwi t hstandi ng the incorporation of the Town of
Pal m Har bor, that portion of the Pal m Harbor Special Fire
Control and Rescue District, a special taxing district created
by a special act of the Legislature that lies within the
boundaries of the Town of Pal m Harbor, is authorized to continue
in existence until the town adopts an ordinance to the contrary.
However, the town shall not establish a town fire departnent
wi t hout a referendum

(2) PALM HARBOR COVMUNI TY SERVI CES DI STRI CT; CONTI NUATI ON. —
Not wi t hst andi ng the incorporation of the Town of Pal m Harbor,
that portion of the Palm Harbor Conmunity Services District, a
muni ci pal services taxing unit, created in 1985 per Pinellas
County Ordinance 85-28 to provide library and recreation
services to the residents of the Pal mHarbor, that Iies within
t he boundaries of the Town of Pal m Harbor, is authorized to

continue in existence until the town adopts an ordinance to the
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contrary. However, the Pal m Harbor Comunity Services Agency
shal |l not be abolished w thout a referendum

(3) EAST LAKE TARPON SPECI AL FI RE CONTROL AND RESCUE
DI STRI CT; CONTI NUATI ON. -- Notwi t hstandi ng the incorporation of
the Town of Pal m Harbor, that portion of the East Lake Specia
Fire Control and Rescue District, a special taxing district
created by a special act of the Legislature that lies within the
boundaries of the Town of Pal m Harbor, is authorized to continue
in existence until the town adopts an ordinance to the contrary.
However, the town shall not establish a town fire departnment
wi t hout a referendum

(4) PINELLAS COUNTY LI BRARY DI STRI CT; CONTI NUATI ON OF
COMMUNI TY SERVI CES. - - Notwi t hst andi ng the incorporation of the
Town of Pal m Harbor, that portion of the Pinellas County Library
District, a dependent district of Pinellas County created by
chapter -, Laws of Florida, that lies within the
boundaries of the Town of Palm Harbor, is authorized but not
required to continue in existence, provided that in order to be
excluded fromthe county library district the town shal
establish a separate Community Services Overlay District of
equal mllage to provide library and recreation services to the
residents.

(5) LAW ENFORCEMENT. - -Law enforcenent services will be
provi ded by contract with the Pinellas County Sheriff's Ofice,
or contracted with other |aw enforcenent agencies, until the
t own adopts an ordinance to the contrary, provided that the town
shall not establish a town police departnent wi thout a

ref erendum
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Section 11. This act shall only take effect upon approval
by a majority of those qualified electors residing within the
proposed corporate limts of the proposed Town of Pal m Harbor as
described in section 1, voting in a referendumel ection to be
called by the Board of County Comm ssioners of Pinellas County
and to be held on Novenber 4, 2008, in accordance with the
provisions relating to elections currently in force, except that
section 10(1) and this section shall take effect upon this act

becom ng a | aw.
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